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AAP Announces 300 Units Free Power
To Every Punjab Home, Congress Scoffs

Chandigarh: Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
today announced 300 units
of free electricity each month
for every household in the
state from July 1.

Mr Mann said Scheduled
Castes, backward castes,
below-poverty-line
households and freedom
fighters currently getting free
200 units each month will now
get 300 units of electricity
monthly, adding that if their
consumption is more than
600 units in two months,
then they will be charged only
for the exceeded units. The
Chief Minister said for other
households, if the electricity
consumption exceeds 600
units in two months, then
the consumer will have to pay
for the entire power usage.
Moreover, he said there
would be no increase in the
electricity tariff for industrial
and commercial consumers
while free power to the

farming community would
continue. The announcement
comes as the Bhagwant
Mann-led government in the
state completed one month
in the office today. Providing
free electricity to every
household for up to 300
units was one of the major
promises made by AAP in |,
the run-up to the Punjab
Assembly polls.

AAP convener and
Delhi Chief Minister |
Arvind Kejriwal, in a °
tweet, lauded the Punjab |
government's decision
to provide 300 units of |
free electricity to every
household in the state and
said that AAP does not make
false promises, unlike other
political parties.

Meanwhile, Punjab
Congress chief Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring took
a potshot at the Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
and questioned the move

referring to the conditions
attached to it.

"The Proof of pudding
is in the eating ..The
truthfulness of your 300 unit
free power will be tested in

the details and conditions
attached to it.. Best of luck
to PSPCL who have to
survive now, somehow," Mr
Warring tweeted. The Proof
of pudding is in the eating
..The truthfulness of your 300
unit free power will be tested
in the details and conditions

attached to it.. Best of luck to
PSPCL who have to survive
now, somehow. Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann last month announced
the rollout of the doorstep
ration delivery scheme,
which was also AAP's
key campaign agenda in
the polls. Earlier on March
19, Mr Mann, in the first
decision of his first Cabinet
meeting, threw open
25,000 jobs in various state
government departments,
including 10,000 in the
Police Department. In last
~ month's Punjab Assembly
i polls, the AAP decimated
the Congress, the
Shiromani Akali Dal-Bahujan
Samaj Party combine and the
BJP-Punjab Lok Congress-
SAD (Sanyukt) alliance. The
Congress, which was in
power in the state, got 18
seats in the 117-member
assembly, while the AAP won
92 seats.
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Prashant Kishor Meets Gandhis Amid
Renewed Buzz About Joining Congress

New Delhi: Election
strategist Prashant Kishor is
in a meeting with Congress
president Sonia Gandhi and
senior leaders Rahul Gandhi
and K C Venugopal amid
speculation over him joining
the party which has its back
to the wall after a series of poll
routs, sources said today.

Mr Kishor recently
resumed negotiations with
the Gandhis for a role in
resurrecting the Congress
ahead of the big polls ahead,
including the 2024 general
election. The two sides had
earlier fallen out after several
rounds of talks on teaming up.

Sources close to the
strategist have countered
the Congress's version that
the talks are focused on the
Guijarat election later this year.
The Congress leadership and
Prashant Kishor or "PK" are
mainly discussing a blueprint
for the 2024 national election,
they have said. Elections in
Gujarat or any other state

will fall in line with PK's
assignment and responsibility
once the two sides arrive

at an agreement for 2024,
the sources say. Congress
sources, however, insist that
Mr Kishor's latest pitch is a
one-time offer to work only
on the Gujarat elections. A
key hold-up, reportedly, is PK's
desire for a Big Bang approach
as opposed to the Gandhis'
wish to bring in incremental
changes, without antagonising
party leaders too much by
giving the ace strategist
solo charge of revamping
the Congress. PK joining the
Congress - instead of taking
on an advisory role - is still a
remote possibility, sources

say. However, it cannot be
ruled out, given his May 2
deadline of announcing his
future role, but it all hinges on
everyone concerned agreeing
on Mission 2024.

Talks between Mr Kishor
and the Gandhis collapsed
last year, weeks after Mamata
Banerjee's Bengal victory - in
which the strategist played
a big role. The Congress
later signed up with a former
associate of Mr Kishor to
handle its election campaigns.

Despite Mr Kishor's sharp,
public digs at the Congress,
especially Rahul Gandhi, in the
months after the breakdown,
both sides have showed
willingness for another shot
at an understanding after the
party's latest election defeats.
The communication "never
stopped’, sources say.

There is a very real
possibility, however, that
Round 2 may also turn out to
be a dud as neither side has
changed their stance.
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