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New Delhi: The Uttar
Pradesh government was
told off by the Supreme Court
for trying to recover money
for property damage during
the 2019 anti-Citizenship
(Amendment) Act protests
from those identified as
protesters. The court said it
is giving one final opportunity
to the state to withdraw the
proceedings or it will quash it
for being in violation of the law.
"You have to follow the due
process under the law. Please
examine this, we are giving
one opportunity till February
18," the court said. The Uttar
Pradesh government has
acted like a "complainant,
adjudicator and prosecutor” in
conducting the proceedings
to attach the properties of
the accused, said a bench of
justices DY Chandrachud and

Surya Kant.

"Withdraw the

proceedings or we will quash it
for being in violation of the law
laid down by this court," the
bench said. The top court was
hearing a plea filed by Parwaiz

Arif Titu seeking quashing
of notices sent to alleged
protesters by the district
administration for recovering
losses caused by damage to
public properties during the
anti-Citizenship (Amendment)

Act (CAA) agitations in Uttar
Pradesh and asked the state
to respond to it. The plea
said the notices have been
sent in an "arbitrary manner"
and cited instances where a
notice has been sent to a man
who had died six years ago
at the age of 94 and also to
several others including two
people who are aged above
90. The counsel for the state
government, Garima Prashad,
said that 106 FIRs were
registered against 833 rioters
and 274 recovery notices were
issued against them."Out of
the 274 notices, recovery
orders were passed in 236
while 38 cases were closed,"
said the UP government's
counsel. The bench said, "The
Supreme Court has passed
two judgements in 2009 and
2018, which said that judicial

Stop It Or We Will: Supreme CourtTo
Team Yogi About Fining CAA Protests

officers should be appointed in
claim tribunals but instead you
appointed Additional District
Magistrates (ADM)".

Justice Surya Kant said,
"Madam Prashad, this is just a
suggestion. This plea concerns
only a set of notices sent in
December 2019, in relation to
one kind of agitation or protest.
You can withdraw them with
a stroke of a pen. 236 notices
in a big state like UP is not
a big thing. If you are not
going to listen, then be ready
to face the consequences.
We will tell you how the
Supreme Court judgements
need to be followed". Justice
Chandrachud asked why
ADMs were conducting the
proceedings when the court
had directed that adjudication
has to be done by a judicial
officer.
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Navjot Sidhu will get 'Super CM' post if
Congress retains power in Punjab: Ravneet Bittu

Congress MP Ravneet Singh
Bittu on Friday said that Navjot
Singh Sidhu will get the post of
‘Super CM" if the party retains
the power in Punjab after the
assembly elections. Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi recently
announced Punjab chief minister
Charanjit Singh Channi as the
chief ministerial face for the
assembly polls in the state,
triggering speculations about
Sidhu's future in the party. "He
(Navjot Singh Sidhu) will be given
Super CM post," Bittu told news
agency ANL.

The Congress leader,
however, welcomed the party's
decision of sticking with Channi
for the chief ministerial face,
saying the common man of
Punjab is praying for his victory
and will come out to vote "like
a festival" on the day of the
election. "Every poor person in
Punjab is praying for Channi in
Gurudwaras and temples...The
poor are saying that if Channi
returns to power, only then our

children can study and dream
of becoming a Chief Minister
someday. The people would
vote Channi on the day of the
election just like their festival.
This is what BJP and AAP are

scared of," he said. Congress
has tried to put a united face
since the announcement of
its chief ministerial candidate
even as statements from Sidhu
and his loyalists continue to
raise eyebrows in the party.
Sidhu's daughter Rabia Kaur on
Friday claimed that "an honest

person can't be stopped for long",
indicating that the issue over the
top post is not over yet.
"Maybe they (high command)
had some compulsion. | have no
say in this but it is good for them,"

ANI guoted Rabia as saying.

'As a daughter, | want to
say it does't matter if he (Navjot
Singh Siddhu) is not the face of
Chief Minister for Punjab polls
but one day he will do great
things because his image is clear.
There is no blot on his name,"
she added.

BMM professor duped
of Rs 3.9 lakh by cyber

fraudster in Mumbai

The south region cyber cell has registered an FIR
against unknown persons for duping a Bachelor Of
Mass Media (BMM) professor of over Rs 3.9 lakh.
The accused posed as an customer care executive of
a cellphone service provider and asked the complainant
to renew his KYC. The complainant lost money in
multiple transactions after he shared an OTP with
fraudsters.

Professor Shridhar Naik, who has been a leading
faculty for BMM students across Mumbai, approached

the south Mumbai cyber cell on Monday after being -@Tn’ S @ T THIETHE
duped of Rs 3,99,500 by a cyber fraudster. “The g I q@ﬂﬁﬁ ‘TI%?[ 3% AT
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received an SMS from
Airtel asking him to
renew his KYC. "I
called the given number. The executive who identified
himself as Rahul asked me to make a payment to an
HDFC Bank account. Later, | was asked to fill in an
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OTP," Naik said in his complaint to cyber police. o S T g
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caller then informed Naik that his KYC was renewed.
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